
The main challenge when designing by catalogue (or shopping in stores, for that matter) is achieving the right mix. "Buck Skin" paint from Sherwin-

Williams and the linen sofa create a neutral shell in which Jennifer layered materials and textures, with contrasts of tone as well as scale. A tall

steel mirror from Room&Board and an armoire from Pottery Barn add dimension to the room; oiled-bronze metal tables provide striking accents.

PALETTE
The sand-toned walls and fur-
nishings establish the serene
base, punctuated by small doses
of tailored pattern from navy
ticking stripes and block-printed
throw pillows. With a neutral pal-
ette, texture becomes an essen-
tial element of contrast. Here,
the ottoman, woven baskets, a
rugged braided jute rug from
Ballard Designs, and darkened
steel tables add richness.

LIGHTING
Lighting introduces eclecti-
cism to a room. The adjustable
bronze-finished floor lamp from
Restoration Hardware makes an
ideal reading lamp, while you'd
swear the quirky shell-covered
sconce from Shades of Light
was a flea-market find. The
many-windowed room affords
plenty of natural light, filtered
through matchstick bamboo
blinds from Country Curtains.

TABLES
Look carefully, and you'll see that
every seat in this room has a sur-
face within easy reach, and all the
tables are lightweight enough to
be moved. A round folding table
from Wisteria sits between the
slipper chairs; a square leather
ottoman from Pottery Barn is
flat enough to serve as a cocktail
table (add a tray for drinks); and
a trio of slender nesting tables
can be pulled up as needed.



STORAGE
A single large-scale piece, such as
this armoire. solves many stor-
age needs at once for a stream-
lined look. This unit holds Kara's
TV and stereo along with CDs
and videos. Up top. assorted
bases provide a catchall for pho-
tos and mementos. The large
basket can neaten catalogues
or pillows and throws. In a small
house, everything needs its
own place to minimize clutter.

FURNITURE
Look for versatility when plan-
ning seating. A slipcovered sofa
from Pottery Barn offers a com-
fortable spot to lounge; trie pair
of slipper chairs opposite, from
Storehouse, promotes conver-
sation when Kara entertains.
Throw pillows on the sofa match
the chairs to visually link the
arrangement. The wing chair
nestled in the corner carves out
a private nook for Kara or Jack.

the living room
Jennifer chose the beach

and lake as the starting point

for the house, because Kara

spends summer weekends

at her family's cabin on Lake

Metigoshe. The sand-and-

sea palette, collections of

of Midwestern lakes are cues

to this decorating theme.

idea

When decorating by catalogue, be sure to

include those personal, one-of-a-kind ele-

ments that will help you put your own mark

on your home. Collections area great way

to give a room heart. A display of shells on a

bench by the window (left) and quirky finds

on the mantel (above) create a sense of his-

tory for Kara in her new home, OIL PAINTINGS:

SUNDANCE. INITIALS: BALLARD DESIGNS.



COLLECTIONS
"Instant" collections of vintage
white McCoy and Hall pottery
for the corner cupboards were
purchased on eBay. Their sil-
houettes stand out against the
toile-inspired background, help-
ing to "fill" the cupboards and
thus eliminating the need to
stock them full of china. "Asiatic
Pheasant" Burleighware plates,
from Stonewall Kitchen, frame
the Shades of Light sconces.

PAINT & WALLPAPER
With the exuberant optimism of
a cloudless sky, "Droplet" from
Sherwin-Williams brightens the
dining room, while highlighting
its architectural features—the
moldings and two glass-fronted,
built-in corner cupboards, picked
out in crisp white paint. (For
seamless harmony, the chair rail
was painted out in blue.) Blue-
and-white toile-inspired wallpa-
per lines the cupboard interiors.

Catalogue or Internet? Both approaches facilitate comparison shopping while

you consider styles and dimensions, research thfe best price, and look for

unusual items or smaller companiesrybu may not have heard of. Auction sites

such as eBay help expedite the search for vintage pieces, arid can also offer

merchandise at greatly reduced prices. But rerflember to factor in shipping

fees and sales tax when evaluating costs, WHITEBISTRO CHAIRS, WIRE WINDOW

the dining room
The bright spark of periwinkle

blue, while used as an accent

in the living room, invigorates

and transforms the dining

room. "All the changes Jennifer

made gave the house a cozy

family feeling, and helped cre-

ate focal points in each room,"

says a grateful Kara Ziegler.

"Jack and I love it here now!"

A single roll of wallpaper, from American

Blinds, Wallpaper & More, adds a lively dose

of pattern to the cupboards. It's quite easy

to do yourself with a bottle of ready-mixed

wallpaper paste. Trim the wallpaper to the

right size for the back of each shelf, then

sponge on the paste, and apply the paper.
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